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CANARA VIKAAS PRE-UNIVERSITY COLLEGE, MANGALURU 

SECOND PUC BOARD EXAMINATION - FEBRUARY 2023 

 ENGLISH (Code: 02) 

ANSWER KEY 

Time: 3hrs 15mins                                                                                           Max. Marks: 100                                                                                                                          

 

I. One mark questions (Multiple choice questions)                                 12x1=12 

 

1. a) Night 

2.  c) Gaming house 

3.  d) Doon Valley 

4. c) Valencia 

5. a) Memories / b) book of poems 

6. a) Basavaiah 

7. c) Book 

8. d) Verdant Gardens 

9. b) bowing 

10. a) Ogbuefi Ezenwa 

11. b) fifty 

12. c) Malapalle 

 

13. The right forms of verbs given in the brackets.                  3x1=3                                                                  

 Was known 

 Were wasted 

 Was given 

14. Appropriate expressions given in the brackets.       2x1=2 

 held up 

 broad daylight 

 

15. The right linker given in the brackets.                                 4x1=4 

 after 

 as though 

 but 

 as 

16. The jumbled segments to form a meaningful sentence.                       1x1=1  

      Roof was a very popular man in his village. 
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II. Any eight of the following (at least two from the poem) in a paragraph of 80-100 words 

each.                                                                                                8x4=32 

 

(Note: 2 marks for any four value points [½ mark for each value point]. 

1 mark for language ability / expression 

1 mark for coherence.) 

 

17.  Romeo fascinated by Juliet’s beauty – says she teaches torches to burn  

bright – she seems to hang upon cheek of night – compared to a rich jewel in Ethiope’s 

ear – her beauty too rich for use – too dear for earth – looks like a white dove among 

crows – says he would make his hand blessed by touching her hand – asks if his heart 

loved till then – did not see true beauty till that night. 

 

18. The Prince decided to dismiss the special guard – to indirectly give an  

opportunity for the prisoner to escape -but the criminal was reluctant to go out of prison – 

Minister of Justice asked him straight out – he refused – his character was ruined by their 

sentence - nobody would offer him a job as he was a murderer - he was timely fed by the 

royal kitchen – he had got out of the way of working - he decided to stay in the prison 

instead of running away. 

 

19.  A child’s parents can only give them love - cannot impose their thoughts - children are 

our future and the future cannot be stagnant with the past - compares parents as bows, 

children as arrows and Archer as almighty - Bow has to be stretched to shoot the arrows 

- parents have to stretch the limits of their thinking and living - parents are the “bows” 

that send the “arrows” of their children into future - Each is beloved by God who is their 

creator - The archer “God” who cast the arrows wants it to go a certain place - cannot 

make it go unless he holds the bow stable. 

 

20.   University, an institution at the highest level of education, where one can study for a 

degree or do research -  all universities are anthropocentric - i.e the focus is on the human 

beings. The Earth University – established by Vandana Shiva – modelled after Tagore’s 

Shantiniketan - located at Navdanya ,a biodiversity farm, - The Earth University teaches 

Earth Democracy - means freedom for all species to evolve within the web of life - deals 

with the freedom and responsibility of humans to recognize, protect and respect the rights 

of other species -  translates the human rights to food and water and freedom from hunger 

and thirst - Eco-centric in nature -  focuses on conserving the existing eco-system in order 

to protect and sustain the web of life on earth - participants learn to work with living 

seeds, living soil and the web of life - include farmers, school children and people from 

across the world - Two important courses offered here are “The A-Z of Organic Farming 

and Agro-Ecology”, and “Gandhi and Globalisation ”. 
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21.   Dona Laura and Don Gonzalo was in love - Gonzalo, the gallant lover – Laura, the Silver  

Maiden - Laura’s parents wanted to marry her off to a merchant - a quarrel between 

Gonzalo and the merchant, the suitor – a duel - the merchant was badly wounded – 

Gonzalo had to conceal himself -Later he fled to Seville and then to Madrid – tried to 

communicate with Laura through letters, but failed - they meet each other in a park in 

Madrid during their old age -  both Laura and Gonzalo realize that they were young 

lovers once - they pretend not to reveal their identities - both spin fictitious stories – not 

to reveal their identities at old age – moreover, they were married and Gonzalo was 

suffering from gout - In order to hide their feelings for each other and to spend their 

remaining life in the sweet memories of the past they both spin stories about themselves. 

Gonzalo joined army – went to Africa – met a glorious death in a trench – grasping the 

flag of Spain  - whispering the name of his beloved Laura – in fact, he ran off to Paris 

with sa ballet dancer in three months. 

 

22.  The owner of the coconut plantation was working very hard to improve his financial  

crises -looking for someone who would help him- Met the old man and recruited him - 

drastic improvement in his plantation. Old man well versed in agriculture and could 

understand the problems of workers - The plantation expanded - the owner had hardly 

any work -  his attention went towards acquiring property and social prestige - perceptible 

change in the lifestyle of the owner - he became lethargic and shied away from hard 

work- His wealth and social status also increased -acquired a number of friends - his life 

became crowded with colourful events – indulged in umpteen vices - adultery was one 

among them – his wife became apprehensive about this – their life was going out of hand. 

23.  The poet uses ‘foot’ as a metaphor for life and focuses on the changes seen in the 

transition of an infant’s foot into adulthood and finally death -  Life begins in infancy and 

in the poem, life begins as an infant foot - The child’s foot does not know that it is a foot 

- realizes it is only a “foot” and cannot become a fruit or a butterfly eventuallu -  

imprisoned in a shoe. The child’s foot as it grows old, serves as the foot of a man or a 

woman -  working in the fields - a woman working in the fields or market or mines or 

ministries - work hard day and night until it dies – without any respite – scarcely taking 

time to bare itself in love or sleep. 

24.   The grey pavements in the streets of Copacabana - beautifully decorated with beautiful  

black mosaics, a unique type of decoration of pavement - but makes funny remarks for 

pedestrians’ lethargic and leisurely characters - the very same people, when they get a 

steering wheel in their hands - no speed is fast enough - inclined to believe that gaining a 

tenth of a second is a matter of grave importance for all of them at all time - increasing 

number of vehicles in Brazil - making the pedestrian life more hazardous every day -  

drivers look out for pedestrians who step off the pavement. - pedestrians as their source 

of entertainment - take aim and accelerate their vehicle - the pedestrian has to jump, leap 

and run for his dear life - narrates how reckless the drivers are -  how they chase people 
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as hunters do while hunting their prey.  But later he compliments the people for their 

sweet and sensible temperament.  

 

25.  The villagers had five years to see how quickly and plentifully politics brought wealth,  

chieftaincy titles, etc.- these honours and benefits had come so readily to Marcus Ibe - to 

whom they had given their votes -  free of charge five years ago - now ready to try it in a 

different way - Marcus Ibe was only a mission school teacher -   Joined politics wisely - 

to avoid imminent dismissal arising from a female teacher’s complaint -   Today he was 

Chief the Honorable - two long cars - built himself the biggest house - lately installed a 

private plant to supply electricity to his new house – arranged a great feast for all – it’s 

their only chance to get the benefits.  

 

26.   Cycling – Pudukottai district – social movement- Metaphor for freedom– increases mobility  

- reduces dependence on men – cuts down time – used for waiting buses – economic 

benefits too - eases selling of produce – boosts income – increases leisure time – can 

cover larger area – can spend more time on selling – not only economic benefits - brings 

self-respect – confidence - freedom and liberty. 

 

III. Essay in about 200 words.          1x6=6 

 

(Note: 3 marks for any 6 value points [½ mark for each value point]. 

1 mark for language ability / expression 

1 mark for coherence 

1 mark for critical appreciation) 

 

27.  Romeo makes comparisons to demonstrate Juliet’s true beauty - contrasts her against her 

family calling her a dove which is white, a bright symbol of love and hope against a 

family of crows -   uses to explain their criminality and darkness against the light is 

referred to Juliet -  describes Juliet as ‘being like a sun’, ‘brighter than a torch’, ‘a jewel 

sparking in the night’, and ‘a bright angel among dark clouds’ - Juliet uses the phrase 

‘day in night’ and ‘whiter than new snow on a raven’s back’ - describes Romeo as day in 

night -  whiter than snow upon a raven’s back - contrast of light and dark -  as symbols 

contrasting love and hate, youth and age in a metaphoric way –  enmity of both the 

families in contrast to their true love -  Both Romeo and Juliet see each other as light in a 

surrounding darkness - Romeo and Juliet’s love is a light in the midst of the darkness of 

the hate around them -  This paradox of imagery adds atmosphere to the moral dilemma 

facing the two lovers -  loyalty to family or loyalty to love -  Thus the imagery of night 

and day, black-white’ depicts intensity of their love. 

 

                                                    OR 
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According to Borges, book is the extension of our imagination and memory -  no substitute 

for our imagination and memory by the influence of modern developments in 

communications - books will never disappear, says Borges -  the invention of books is 

astounding -  all others are the extensions of our body – Telephone - extension of our voice 

- the telescope and microscope - extensions of our sight - the sword and the plough - 

extensions of our arms - Books are the great memory of all centuries - Their function is 

irreplaceable - If Books disappear, then history would disappear - and surely man would 

also disappear. 

 

                OR 

Cycling – Pudukottai district – social movement- Metaphor for freedom– increases 

mobility - reduces dependence on men – cuts down time – used for waiting buses – 

economic benefits too - eases selling of produce – boosts income – increases leisure time 

– brings self-respect – confidence - freedom and liberty – Reference to Fatima, Jamila 

Bibi, N. Kannammal- Social change it has brought - Neo literates and neo-cyclists 

 

       

 

IV. Passage for comprehension                         10x1=10 

(Each question on the unseen passage and each value point from a-j carries one mark.) 

 

 

28.  

 

a) On 7
th

 May 1861 

b) 3) Gitanjali 

c) Debendranath Tagore and Sarada Devi 

d) In Bengali 

e) Shantiniketan 

f) Imaginative 

g) Naturalism / Humanism / Internationalism / Idealism  

h) Unnatural 

i) 2000 images 

j) ‘You cannot cross the sea merely by standing and staring at the water.’ 

 

 29. Poem for comprehension.          3x1=3   

(Each question on the lines of the poem and each value point     

                  from   i-iii carries one mark.)  

 

i) A free bird 

ii) Downstream till the current ends 

iii) The sky 
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V.   30. Reporting the conversation:          5x1=5 

Petra told Dona Laura that the guard was waiting for her. Dona Laura asked her if she 

liked to chat with her guard. Petra replied to Laura that he was not hers. Then Dona Laura 

asked her to wait a moment. Petra asked Laura what she wished.   

 

31. Dialogue writing.            4x1=4 

            [Conversation between a stranger and a lady] 

  

 Stranger: Excuse me, Could you please tell me the route to reach the nearby  

railway station?  

Lady: You may go straight and then take the left turn from the first 

signal. The railway station is just there. 

  Stranger: Is it far? 

  Lady:  It’s almost one kilometer only. 

  Stranger: Thank you very much. 

     

(Note: Appropriate responses will be accepted.)    

  

 

 

 

VI.  32. Note-making                              8x1/2 =4 

 (Note: The boxes should be drawn and filled in.) 

 

 1. Diamonds  

 2. Africa 

 3. South America 

 4. USA 

 5. Cullinan 

 6. A farmer 

 7. About the size of a man’s fist 

 8. Ornaments 

 

33. Job Application                    5 

    

Format   ................................................................ 2 marks 

Content / body of the letter / text   ............................. 3 marks 

(Note: No marks to be awarded for mere format. Bio-data can either be written separately 

or included in the body of the letter.) 
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34.  a) Speech Writing                    5 

  

(Note: 1 mark for greeting. 

2 marks for correct language usage. 

1 mark for cohesion. 

1 mark for leave taking.) 

 

` ` OR 

 

b) Report Writing                   5 

 

(Note: 2 marks for presentation of data 

2 marks for analysis of data and 

           1 mark for expression.) 

                

35.  Pronouns            4x1=1 

i) ‘He’ refers to Rabindranath Tagore  

 ii) ‘which’ refers to Gitanjali 

 iii) ‘where’ refers to Shantiniketan  

 iv) ‘His’ refers to Rabindranath Tagore 

 

 

 

 

******* 
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